from the previous general election
in2016.

The pandemic did not deter the firm
from stepping up to assist voters.
Despite the new challenges arising
from an all-remote operation, our
volunteers answered thousands of
calls on November 2 and 3, and in
the weeks leading up to the election
when early voting had begun in
many states. Voters called to learn
about election procedures, to ask
whether and where they could

vote, and to report issues that
threatened disenfranchisement.
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@ police brutality and

3 institutionalized racism
$¥ reignited in the aftermath
of the death of George

Our call center was able to resolve
myriad issues, including reports of
voter intimidation, long lines and
delayed openings/early closures

at polling places, barriers faced by
voters with disabilities and medical
issues, misinformation from and
misconduct by poll workers, and
improper electioneering.

Since Election Day, the firm has
been working closely with the
Lawyers' Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law, the ACLU of
New Jersey, Disability Rights
New Jersey, the League of

JERTIES DURING

Floyd, many participants were
wrongfully arrested for disorderly
conduct. One such arrestee was
Keith Boykin, a journalist who was

covering a protest in New York City.

PRO BONO REPORT 2020

Women Voters of New Jersey,

the Delaware-New Jersey
National Lawyers Guild, and the
New Jersey Institute for Social
Justice to compile and organize
data collected by the call center
for use in advocacy work to
improve New Jersey's procedures
in future elections. In addition,

firm volunteers continued their
commitment to protecting the right
to vote by participating in Election
Protection call centers for the
Georgia Senate run-off elections on
January 5, 2021.

While riding a bicycle and
photographing the peaceful protest,
Keith was arrested for “walking

on the highway" and “disorderly
conduct-blocking vehicular
traffic.” The police detained him for
approximately six hours, including
four hours in a jail cell. There

were about 35 other people in

his cell, making social distancing
during the pandemic impossible.
Keith was eventually released and
issued summonses to appear in
court several months later for both
charges.

Through extensive negotiations with
city officials, a team of Lowenstein
lawyers proved that Keith did not
exhibit any disorderly behavior,

and all charges against him were
dropped.

Protesters in
New York City

Courtesy of Keith Boykin
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Abuse, Neglect,
Abandonment, and
Child Migration

ince October 2018, more
% than 115,000 children have

crossed the southwest border
= § and entered the United States
=== without a parent or legal

guardian. Many factors are pushing
them north from their homes in

Central America, including unbridled
violence by gangs and cartels. Many

are also escaping family violence.
Various surveys report that 20-30
percent of all unaccompanied
immigrant children, and 40 percent
of the girls, have experienced
abuse, neglect, or abandonment by
their parents or other caregivers.

Protection

Congress created Special
Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS)
as a pathway to lawful permanent
residency for immigrant children of
unfit parents. To qualify for SIJS,

a child must first seek protection
from a state court. Congress

Various surveys report
that 20-30 percent of
all unaccompanied
immigrant children,
and 40 percent of the
girls, have experienced
abuse, neglect, or
abandonment by

their parents or other
caregivers.

Courtesy of Martha Flores, M.F.A.

enlisted the state courts to make
certain factual findings because
of their expertise in family law
matters. A child is eligible to apply
for SIJS if a state court finds that:

e The child is under 21 and
unmarried

e The child is dependent on the
court or needs to be placed in
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the custody of a person or entity
appointed by the court

The child cannot be reunified
with one or both parents because
of abuse, neglect, abandonment,
or something similar

[t is not in the best interest of the
child to return to his or her home
country



Equipped with a state court order
making these findings, a child

can apply to federal immigration
officials for SIJS. If the child's
petition is granted, federal law lifts
the most common barriers to the
child’s successful application for a
green card.

Over the years, we have represented

dozens of children who have
secured SIJS and acquired lawful

permanent residency on this basis.

In 2020, we had seven active SIJS
cases. Our current clients include,
among others:

e Two boys, first cousins, who
witnessed the murder of every
adult in their extended family
in a home attack by a local
gang after the family matriarch
reported the gang’s extortion
efforts to the police

e Aqgirl whose parents were such
severe alcoholics that they failed
to dress, bathe, or feed her when
she was toddler, causing her to
wander daily in a diaper to her
grandmother’s house for food

e A brother and sister whose father
was murdered by a local gang,
which then turned on them,
kidnapping them and shooting
the brother twice as they fled



The Attack on SIJS

Although SIJS has saved many
lives, and we hope it will save
the lives of our current clients,
the government has launched

an attack on this form of relief
that rivals its attack on asylum.
In a spate of recent cases, the
government has prosecuted and
defended removal orders against
juveniles whose SIJS petitions

have been approved by immigration
officials. This point bears repeating
because it is irrational enough

to cause confusion: One branch

of the Department of Homeland
Security-Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE)-seeks to
remove children even though
another branch of the Department-
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS)-has granted
them SIJS.

PRO BONO REPORT 2020

ICE argues that SIJS protects
children only once they are able to
apply to become lawful permanent
residents. But thousands of
children, through no fault of their
own, must wait years to apply
because of annual limits on

the number of visas issued to
immigrants from their countries.
Immigrants from El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Mexico
are subject to visa backlogs. ICE
maintains that while children from
these countries wait for visas, they
are subject to deportation.

The Response

As we learned of cases in which
the government sought to remove
SIJS beneficiaries, we convened a
group of lawyers from immigration
organizations all over the country
to discuss how best to respond.
The result is a series of amicus
briefs, so far filed in the Eastern
District of Virginia, the Tenth Circuit,
and the Sixth Circuit, arguing that
federal law prevents the removal of
children with SIJS. Courts in which
we did not file have cited the briefs,
and organizations have relied on
the briefs in comments opposing
proposed regulations that would
further undermine SIJS. Our hope
is to ensure that this form of relief
remains available to the young
people who need it, and that once
they are approved for SIJS, the
government leaves them be while
they wait for the opportunity to
apply for green cards.

Listening to the Voices of
Unaccompanied Minors was an art
project created in 2015 by young
clients of Legal Services for Children
in San Francisco. The artists drew
their experiences of entering the
United States as unaccompanied
refugee minors.
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CHILDREN AND
EDUCATION

“Dran” by Death Waltz Recording Co., licensed under CC BY 2.0
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THE PANDEMIC

he firm represented the
Maplewood-South Orange
Parents Group in advocating
with the local school district to

improve its education plan for
students during the pandemic. The ~ The firm worked with parent leaders  least one hour every school day.

initial plan gave teachers discretion  in the district to draft a fair plan The district also implemented

as to how often they would for remote learning. After a series technology that will allow it to
provide live instruction to students of negotiations, the parents group monitor each teacher's compliance
participating in their classes obtained a commitment from the with this live-learning requirement.
remotely. Parents were concerned district that its remote/hybrid This plan will help ensure that
about the lack of uniformity and learning plan for the 2020-21 school  children continue to receive the
the insufficient opportunities for year would include live instruction benefits of an interactive learning
students to interact with their (whether in person or via a virtual environment, while protecting their
teachers and classmates. platform) to every student for at health and safety.

HELPING SUMMER PROGRAMS CPERRTE REMDTELY

ik

wmm

he YM & YWHA of its usual in-person summer day a meaningful program during the
Washington Heights & camp in response to the pandemic.  summer of 2020 and decided to
Inwood (the Y) is a multi- The 14th Street Y and the Marlene come together to host a virtual day
service community center Meyerson JCC Manhattan also camp.

that, for more than 100 ran summer programs for their

The firm helped turn this idea into a
reality. We prepared an agreement
among the partner organizations
that allowed them to create and

run the virtual day camp, ensuring
that the communities served by
these organizations had a safe and
meaningful way to keep children
entertained and engaged during
the summer despite the pandemic.
The day camp was advertised
under its own independent branding
and was open to members of all
organizations affiliated with the
United Jewish Appeal Federation of
Courtesy of the Y NeW York.

years, has provided educational, members that they had to cancel

recreational, and social services to due to the pandemic. These three
families, including a summer camp  organizations were determined to
for children age two and up. This find a way to continue to provide

year, the Y was forced to cancel youth in their communities with

NOILVING3 ONY NINATHHI
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Virtual summer
programming at the Y
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pro bono hours dedicated to
‘signature projects,’ including:

hours representing 223 nonproﬁts in corporate and
tax matters and in applying for federal stimulus funds to
maintain operations during the pandemic

hours representing 49 immig rants seeking lawful

status or release from detention and 16 Iegal services
organizations advocating in the courts and administrative
agencies on behalf of their immigration clients

hours representing 31 individuals with criminal
convictions seeking to prove their innocence, appeal their
convictions, petition for pardons or sentence commutations, or
expunge low-level criminal records

LOWENSTEIN CENTER FOR THE PUBLIC INTEREST
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hours representing 237 low-income
entrepreneurs or inventors seeking assistance
to start businesses, file for patents, or secure federal stimulus
funds to stay open during the pandemic

i
[ ™)

hours representing 12 domestic violence
SUrVIVOIS seeking final restraining orders and/or child
custody and support orders

hours representing 45 tenants seeking to avoid eviction
and 24 legal and community organizations
advocating for reforms to protect tenants from mass eviction
during and following the pandemic

mmmuunmnmh
I Ilm

&

hours representing 36 transgender
individuals seeking legal name changes

mmmunnummn

hours representing 15 frontline workers
and low-income individuals in preparing
wills, health care proxies, powers of attorney, and other
life-planning documents

hours representing 7 veterans applying for service-
related disability benefits

mmmunnmum

hours representing 14 low-income
debtors filing for personal bankruptcy to geta
fresh financial start

mmmunnummﬁn
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he rapid onset of the
pandemic resulted in the
immediate mobilization of
the medical community to
care for patients seriously
affected by the virus. The all-
consuming nature of caring for
COVID-19 patients left doctors

5 ON THE

and nurses with little time to put
their own affairs in order. Shortly
after the pandemic began, frontline
health care workers reached out

to the firm for help preparing

their wills and other life-planning
documents. We responded to

this need, quickly drafting wills,

LOWENSTEIN CENTER FOR THE PUBLIC INTEREST

Mural by Austin Zucchini-Fowler

powers of attorney, and health care
directives for frontline workers

so that they and their families
would be better prepared for the
possible consequences they faced,
giving them a bit of reassurance

to complement their large dose of
courage.
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EXPANDING DUR R
LIFE PLANNING
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fter the success of the planning. Our lawyers meet virtually ~ firm, from summer associates to
life-planning work related with their clients to collect all partners, have participated in this
to the pandemic, the firm necessary materials and then draft ~ program and applied their skills and
decided to expand this documents that offer peace of knowledge to help individuals in
3 initiative. Through a new mind to individuals who otherwise need of this under-recognized but
prOJect with Volunteer Lawyers would not be able to afford an important service.
for Justice (VLJ), we are helping attorney to create a coherent estate
low-income individuals with life plan. Volunteers throughout the

ELININATING BARRIERS FOR TRANSGENDER
PEOPLE SEEHING A LEGAL NAME CHANGE

n December 2020, the Supreme required to publish in a newspaper only to divulge private medical

i
unm
rl

Court of New Jersey amended a notice of their application, the information (the fact of someone’s
its court rules to eliminate the hearing date, and the court order transgender status) and give bad
requirement that people who granting the name change. The actors a road map to interfere with
obtain court-ordered name comments the firm submitted a transgender petitioner's name
changes publish their former and explained that this former process change and safety.
new names in a newspaper. The threatened the safety and privacy
firm, along with the Transgender of transgender people. Moreover, Transgender people seek legal
Legal Defense & Education Fund the publication requirement name changes to align their identity
(TLDEF) and Garden State Equality, ~ was outdated and a significant documents with their identities
submitted comments supporting financial barrier to low-income and the names they actually use.
the then-proposed amendmentsto  individuals. Rather than informing Yet, according to the 2015 U.S..
the court’s rules. relevant parties of the petitioner's Transgender Survey, of nearly

‘ o name change, publication in 28,000 transgender people, only
Before this rule change, individuals =~ {0 newspaper—particularly for 11 percent had all of their IDs and

seeking legal name changes were transgender petitioners—served records accurately listing both their
current name and gender. That
figure was only 6 percent for people
with no income, and more than
two-thirds (68 percent) reported
that none of their IDs or records
had both their current name and
gender. The change in New Jersey's
court rule will help protect the
& transgender community and ease
barriers to obtaining a legal name
change.

lllustration by Ash Cheshire


https://transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS-Full-Report-Dec17.pdf
https://transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS-Full-Report-Dec17.pdf
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Public art installation by Carrie Mae Weems at the Brooklyn Museum

IN 2020, WE WERE HONDRED WATH RECOGNITION FROM:
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Lawyers Alliance for
New York

Recipient of the Cornerstone
Award, recognizing the firm's
extraordinary contributions
through pro bono legal
services that help nonprofits
address critical human needs
and improve the quality of life
for thousands of low-income
New Yorkers

New Jersey State Bar
Association

Catherine Weiss—Recipient of
the Pillar of Justice Award

in recognition of her pro bono
work during the COVID-19
pandemic, especially her
leadership in statewide efforts
to prevent evictions

LOWENSTEIN CENTER FOR THE PUBLIC INTEREST

New Jersey
Law Journal

Catherine Weiss—Named to
the list of 2020 Top Women
in Law in recognition of her
efforts to improve access
to justice, particularly in
the areas of housing and
immigration



YWCA Union County

Catherine Weiss—Centennial
Gala Honoree in recognition
of her lifelong commitment
to public service and
ensuring access to justice
for survivors of domestic
violence, immigrants, low-
income tenants, and other
marginalized communities

Volunteer Lawyers
for Justice

Eric Weinstock—Recognized
as September 2020
Volunteer of the Month for
his contributions to the life
planning project

National Legal Aid &
Defender Association

Recipient of the Beacon of
Justice Award recognizing
the firm's pro bono efforts in
support of immigrants fighting
unlawful deportation, family
separations, and wrongful
denial of Special Immigrant
Juvenile Status

United States Patent
and Trademark Office

Recipient of Law Firm

Pro Bono Achievement
Certificate for the firm's
and our registered

patent practitioners’
accomplishments in patent
pro bono service

e =

Los Angeles IP
Law Association

Benjamin Kimes—Recipient of
the Pro Bono Patent Service
Award for his significant work
helping low-income inventors
secure patents for their
inventions

Volunteer Lawyers
for Justice

Mark Heinzelmann-
Recognized as March 2020
Volunteer of the Month

for his contributions to the
Tenancy Clinic
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Lowenstein works with and contributes to a wide array of nonprofits, including:

ACLU of New Jersey

Broadway for Racial Justice

The Bronx Defenders

California Lawyers for the Arts
CASA for Children of Essex County

Center for Social Justice at Seton
Hall Law School

Central Jersey Legal Services

Child Advocacy Clinic at Rutgers
Law School

Children's Law Center
City Bar Justice Center

Community Asset Preservation
Corporation

Community Health Law Project
Community Hope

Community Legal Services in East
Palo Alto

Criminal and Youth Justice Clinic
at Rutgers Law School

Delaware-New Jersey National
Lawyers Guild

Disability Rights New Jersey

Education Law Center

Enfants du Benin Debout
Essex-Newark Legal Services
Fair Share Housing Center
Family Promise

Free the Slaves

Front Line Appreciation Group
(FLAG) of Chatham and Madison

Garden State Equality
Her Justice

Human Rights First
Immigrant Legal Services

Ironbound Community
Corporation

Kids in Need of Defense (KIND)
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley
Lawyers Alliance for New York

Lawyers' Committee for Civil
Rights of the San Francisco Bay
Area

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law

League of Women Voters of New
Jersey

The Legal Aid Society

Lowenstein accepts requests for individual
pro bono assistance through referrals from
approved legal services organizations.
Individuals in need of pro bono legal help
should contact their local legal services
organization or bar association or visit

www.lawhelp.org.

Legal Aid Society of the District of
Columbia

Legal Aid Society of San Mateo
County

Legal Services NYC
Legal Services of New Jersey

Legal Services of Northwest New
Jersey

Los Angeles Intellectual Property
Law Association

Make the Road New Jersey

Maplewood-South Orange Parents
Group

Mi Casa Resource Center
National Juvenile Defender Center

National Legal Aid & Defender
Association

New Jersey Community Capital

New Jersey Community
Development Corporation

New Jersey Institute for Social
Justice

New Jersey State Bar Association

New Jersey Tenants Organization

The firm also
partners with
corporate legal
departments and
vendors in its pro
bono program.

New Jersey Together

New York Civil Liberties Union
(NYCLU)

New York Lawyers for the Public
Interest

OneJustice

Partners for Women and Justice
Pro Bono Institute

Pro Bono Partnership

Solutions to End Poverty Soon
(STEPS)

Start Small Think Big

Transgender Legal Defense &
Education Fund (TLDEF)

United States Patent and
Trademark Office

Vera Institute of Justice
Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts
Volunteer Lawyers for Justice

YM & YWHA of Washington
Heights & Inwood

YWCA of Union County

Corporate Partners:
Merck
Prudential

Vendors:

Dartcor

Images by Bernard DeLierre
Morningside Translations
Thomson Reuters Westlaw
Veritext

Design by 3rd Edge
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Benjamin A. Kimes
Natalie J. Kraner
David Leit

Scott B. McBride
Thomas E. Redburn
Mary E. Seymour
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Peter Slocum

Eric J. Weiner

Eric David Weinstock
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New York

1251 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10020
212.262.6700

New Jersey

One Lowenstein Drive
Roseland, New Jersey 07068
973.597.2500

Washington, D.C.

2200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20037
202.753.3800

Lowenstein.com

© 2021 Lowenstein Sandler LLP

Palo Alto

390 Lytton Avenue
Palo Alto, California 94301
650.433.5800

Utah

520 North Marketplace Drive
Suite 100

Centerville, Utah 84014
650.433.5630



