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Time Is Running Out to File for Section 301
List 3 Exclusion Requests: Timeline and
Alternative Options
By Doreen M. Edelman, Zarema A. Jaramillo, and Andrew Bisbas

Companies subject to additional
tariffs for imports from China have an
opportunity to file requests to be excluded
from the heightened tariff lists. But time
is running out, as the deadline for filing
List 3 exclusion requests is September
30, 2019. Companies should focus on
preparing exclusion requests, while also
strategizing on additional ways to lower
import duties and reduce the effect on
their bottom line.
If you import products that are subject to
increased or increasing tariffs from the
Section 301 duties on Chinese goods,
you should focus on all of these options.
Together, they can really better your
company's position for both the short and
long term.
• Review your classifications to ensure
that they are correct. Do not rely on a
broker or on classifications that have
not been vetted by a customs attorney
who understands the General Rules of
Interpretation and Customs decisions.
(Brokers are your agent, and you are
responsible for their classifications.)
• Examine your bills of materials and
the manufacturing processes to
verify that the country of origin for
each item is in fact China under the

specific country of origin rules and
requirements of U.S. law. These
rules are different from the tariff
classification analysis. Don’t rely on
point of shipment.
• Make sure you have filed for all
possible exclusions. If you have items
on List 4, start preparing for another
exclusion process.
• Check the USTR lists for granted
exceptions and exclusions that may
apply to your products. The decisions
are product-specific, not applicantspecific. Thus, take advantage of
others’ successful exemptions/
exclusions that will avoid any duties
on your imports. Are your specialists
checking these lists?
Begin an analysis of long-term options
to import using free trade agreements
or alternative sourcing or manufacturing
locations to reduce import duties and
minimize risks.

Contacts
Please contact the listed attorneys for further information on the matters discussed herein. 

DOREEN M. EDELMAN

ZAREMA A. JARAMILLO

Partner
Chair, Global Trade & Policy
T: 202.753.3808
dedelman@lowenstein.com

Partner
T: 202.753.3830
zjaramillo@lowenstein.com

ANDREW BISBAS

Associate
T: 202.753.3807
abisbas@lowenstein.com

NEW YORK

PALO ALTO

NEW JERSEY

UTAH

WASHINGTON, D.C.

This Alert has been prepared by Lowenstein Sandler LLP to provide information on recent legal developments of interest to our readers. It is not intended to provide
legal advice for a specific situation or to create an attorney-client relationship. Lowenstein Sandler assumes no r esponsibility to update the Alert based upon events
subsequent to the date of its publication, such as new legislation, regulations and judicial d
 ecisions. You should consult with counsel to determine applicable legal
requirements in a specific fact situation. Attorney Advertising.
© 2019 Lowenstein Sandler LLP | One Lowenstein Drive, Roseland, NJ 07068 | +1 973.597.2500

